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with reference to Hegel's philosophy the statement that it is " a magnificent 
attempt to extend the law of conservation of force to the Spiritual Sphere " 
(P- 333) > or in giving as coordinate influences on the thought of Hobbes, 
his premature birth, the professional attitude of his father, and contem- 
porary science (pp. 62, 63), but there is little of philosophical measure and 
perspective in such presentation. Doubtless it is very difficult to explain 
to elementary students the meaning of Kant's transcendental unity of ap- 
perception. But it is scarcely conceivable that they would be helped to 
clear comprehension by the statement : " A higher consciousness, a super- 
conscious Self, must be assumed to explain the compactness of human 
knowledge" (p. 267). The book will surely be found useful by students 
who like to find material already arranged and simplified for them. There 
is, however, danger in giving dignity and authority — through the printed 
page and the decent binding — to a presentation of history which is es- 
sentially external and fragmentary. The effort of _ a writer of a history 
of philosophy should not be to bring philosophy down to the level of 
"beginning students," but to lead them onward to an appreciation of 
the depth and fruitfulness or the great systems of philosophy. 

Katherine Gilbert. 

Aristotle. By A. E. Taylor. Revised Edition. London and Edinburgh, 
T. C. & E. C. Jack, and T. Nelson & Sons, 1919. — pp. 126. 
This little work in the series of " The People's Books " made its first 
appearance some years ago, and has been recognized as a model of what 
such a book should be. It has now been reissued in better type, the orig- 
inal 90 pages being extended to 126 without any changes in the text 
itself, so far as I have observed. The contents richly deserve this more 
attractive dress. Professor Taylor has shown that it is possible to write 
a book on philosophy that is clear and interesting and thus suitable for 
popular reading and at the same time accurate and workmanlike in its 
treatment of details. And a still greater marvel in these days of expan- 
sion is its brevity. Was it from Germany that we acquired the habit of 
diffuseness in philosophical writing? Even if we cannot comfort our- 
selves by deriving this tendency from an outside source, we should yet be 
willing to recognize that it is a grievous fault and that dearly has philos- 
ophy paid for it. Of course there can be no arbitrary standards set as to 
length of treatment in philosophical discussion : the character and content 
of the work must be allowed to determine that. But Professor Taylor's 
little book helps one to realize afresh how much can be achieved by hav- 
ing materials well in hand and aiming at compactness and relevancy. 

J. E. C. 



